Notes:-

Connect Groups

Session 4

Agabus – Acts 11:27-30; 21:10,11
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The Word – Acts 11:27-30; 21:10,11

As the church grew and developed, different leadership roles began to emerge. Added to the Apostles were the deacons (6:1-7) and then elders (11:30) [elsewhere referred to as overseers / pastors / shepherds – Acts 20:17,28,29]. So too the charismatic ministries of the Father (Romans 12:3-7), Son (Ephesians 4:7-13) and Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:4-11) begin to become manifest. Following on from the ministry gift of apostle, the gift of evangelist is exercised by Philip and now Agabus is identified as one of the prophets who ministered out of the Jerusalem church. What was the role of the prophets? -- Barclay comments:-

“Their function is seen in their name. Prophet means both a fore-teller and a forth-teller. They foretold the future; but even more they forth-told the will of God. They had no settled sphere; they were not attached to any one church. They were held in the highest honour.” – Barclay “The Daily Study Bible” Acts p91

They enabled the early church to have more than a congregational outlook and to develop a “width of vision which saw the Church as a whole” (Barclay p92)

Agabus appears on two occasions within Acts. On his 1st  appearance he visits the church at Antioch fore-telling of a famine that is about to impact the church in Judea. As a consequence, the church at Antioch decide to provide help for their brothers and sisters in Christ living in Judea and send their gift to the elders in the church at Jerusalem via Barnabas and Saul. Agabus’ 2nd appearance is among the believers at Caesarea and in the house of “Philip the evangelist” (Acts21:8). Whilst Paul was staying there, and on route to Jerusalem, Agabus arrives from Judea and gives Paul a very personally message. Interestingly, Philip has four unmarried daughters who also prophesied. (Had Agabus come to encourage, compare notes, hold a mini prophets conference with Philip’s daughters?!) On this occasion Agabus foretells, in both word and dramatic action, of all that awaits Paul in Jerusalem. A prophetic message that was not a surprise to Paul but consistent with other messages he had received (Acts 20:22-24; 21:3-5). A prophetic message that is to prove true (Acts 21:33) as events  initiate an extended period of imprisonment, trials and travels that culminate in Paul’s journey to and house arrest in Rome. (28:30)

Questions

In Acts 11:27-30 Agabus foretold a future event and perhaps forthtold God’s desire that churches love and support one another in times of crisis. Should both these aspects of prophecy be evident in the church today?

Who would you identify as speaking nationally or internationally with a prophetic voice?

In Acts 21:10,11 Agabus’ prophecy is specifically for Paul. Have you ever received a prophetic message (a word, a picture, a scripture, a dramatic action etc.) from someone or been given a prophetic message for someone?

What does the N.T. teach about our response to the gift of prophecy and those who claim they have received a prophecy to give?  (1 Cor 14:1-5; 29-33,39,40; 1 Thess. 5:20,21)

What could we do to encourage the gift of prophecy within the church family?

What about us?

A most recent disaster has been the earthquake in Haiti

Delegate a member of the group to find out about the church in Haiti. 

What could you as a home group do to support those effected by the disaster?

Reflection

“If the church in the second half of this century is to recover from the injuries she suffered in the first half, there must appear a new type of preacher. The proper, ruler-of-the-synagogue type will never do. Neither will the priestly type of man who carries out his duties, takes his pay and asks no questions, nor the smooth-talking pastoral type who knows how to make the Christian religion acceptable to everyone. All these have been tried and found wanting. Another kind of religious leader must arise among us. He must be of the old prophet type, a man who has seen visions of God and has heard a voice from the Throne.”

 -- Aiden Wilson Tozer 1897-1963
