Notes:-

Connect Groups

Session 1

Tabitha (Dorcas) – Acts 9:36
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The Word – Acts 9:36-43

As the church enjoys a time of peace (Acts 9:31), Peter leaves Jerusalem to follow in the path trod and visiting the churches planted by those dispersed following the martyrdom of Stephen. His healing of Aeneas and raising of Tabitha demonstrate clearly that the signs accompanying the proclamation of the Kingdom, foreshadowed by Elisha and Elijah in the Old Testament and modelled by Jesus in the New, are to be an on going dynamic of ministry in the Church age. In fact in both miracles Peter closely follows the example set by Jesus in similar cases (Matt 9:23-26; Mk. 5:38-43; Jn. 5:6-9), demonstrating that Jesus continued to work with and through the church post his ascension (Jhn. 14:12-14; Matt 28:20; Mk. 16:20 Acts 1:1). 

As we pick up the story, Peter arrives at Lydda about 10 miles inland from Joppa, where in the name and through the power of Jesus, he heals Aeneas. Whilst there, two male disciples arrive to ask Peter to urgently journey to Joppa with them following the death of Tabitha a female disciple who was always doing good (lit. full of good works) and helping the poor. 

Tabitha, would seem to have been a wealthy benefactress of the poor and likely the owner of the home in which the church in Joppa met. A particular ministry of Tabitha’s was to make and distribute both under and outer garments to needy widows. Tabitha, at what seems the height of her ministry, falls ill and dies. She is laid out in an upper room of her home (where according to custom she could be kept for up to three days), and two male disciples are dispatched on behalf of all the Saints in Joppa, to make the 20 mile round trip to Lydda in order to gain Peter’s intervention. Peter returns with them and on arrival is taken to the upper room where all the widows benefited by Tabitha were dressed in the articles she had made and mourning her death.  Peter in close parallel to the miracle working of Jesus (Mark 5:36-43), ushers the mourners from the room, gets down on his knees to pray and then speaks words with resurrection power to the dead Tabitha. Tabitha opens her eyes, sits up and is then helped to her feat by Peter and presented to the believers alive!. As a consequence many people in Joppa believe in the Lord and Peter stays on in Joppa, ministering from the home of Simon the tanner. 

Questions

What parallels can you find between:-


a). the healing of Aeneas and the healing of the paralytic 

recorded in Mark 2:1-12?

b). the resuscitation of Tabitha and Jesus’ resuscitation 

of Jairus’ daughter in Mark 5:21-43?

c). the healing of Aeneas and the resuscitation of 

Tabitha?

What do you think we can learn from this?

Peter’s ministry was supernatural, Tabitha’s practical. Are both spiritual? Do both contribute to the life and witness of the church? Should both be in evidenced in the church today?

In the section of Acts from 9:32 – 11:18 the term house (oikos or oikia) appears ten times and in Acts as a whole 35 times!. What does this tell us about the potential of our homes being places of spiritual encounter?

Tabitha  (Aramaic) and Dorcas (Greek) both mean Gazelle. What do you think is the significance of Tabitha being as well know and respected within the Christian community (Aramiac name) and the wider secular community (Greek name)?

What about us?

What practical abilities do you have within your home group? How might these be used together or individually to bless others as a one off project or on going ministry? 

To reflect on in this coming week

Luke refers to the believers in Joppa as saints (v41) meaning – “set apart” or “holy” – the root meaning according to William Barclay is “different” -- it is a term used exclusively of the people of Israel in the O.T. He comments:-

“ … we who are Christians are not different from others in that we are chosen for greater honour on this earth; we are different in that we are chosen for a greater service. We are saved to serve.” 

